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Indicative A response

Section 1. Poetry analysis

Respond to the following questions. They will be very helpful in assisting you to write your
analytical essay.

1. What does Bromden mean when he says, “The temperature’s rising, but there aren’t any
flames”?

Without the usual reason for femlnemfwe increases, fire, the femlnemfwe of the earth
Is risin_q. The reason of course is _q/oba/ warm/ng, which is VVIOS?"/_lj induced bﬂ huwan
acﬁw‘fy. The heat is coming from factories, cars, the greenhowse effect, etc. not
flavnes like in a fire. This poer su_q_qesfs that the causes are not natural pprocesses of
the earth but fhrou_qh huan interference in the natural flowr.

2. Explain in what sense the word “complacently” is used in the poem. Try to work it out by
looking at the words around it and the clues given in the text.

In this poem, comlzz/acenf/_tj wieans that Izzeolz)/e carry on their vormal dag to da_lj
activities without a care in the world for the natural environment. The_lj ignore
scientists’ warnings about the future of the Iw/anef and. continue Ino//wf/‘ng, Wasﬁng
water and using resources far too qwick/ﬂ. The_lj are comln/acenf to the Inoim‘ of
ne_q//‘_qence and, dan_qer.

3. In stanza two is the line “We all know that smoking will ruin our health”. What is:

a. the obvious meaning in the statement?

Eueryone knows that smoking is bad for us because of the effects it has on the

reslnimforg and, circu/afory sgsfem as well as other functions in the bodg.

b. the deeper or less obvious meaning in the statement?
He likens the tall bi//ow/n_q smoke stacks to hu_qe cigareﬁes and. asks if we hknow
that smok/‘ng will kill us, Whﬂ can we not see that the smoke stacks are ki//in_q

our environment ?

4. In stanza three, what does Bromden mean by the “atmosphere oven”? Do you think this is a
clever way to express this meaning? Explain.

A_qain the “afmoslz)here oven’ refers to g/oba/ Warm/ng. In this sentence he has made

a direct correlation between the _qreenhowse effect and g/oba/ Warmin_q.
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5. Why would “greenies and businessmen” be “pushin’ and shovin?

The green/'es and. businesswien are both frging to be heard. /V\anﬂ are in direct
olxalnosiﬁon. The businessmen, who think on/g of the Imofh‘s that come at the expense
of the environment, aga/'nsf the greenies, who want to shut down industries so the
environment can recover from the damage that has a/readﬂ been done. Both want
to be heard bﬂ gouemmenf and, the communifg. Both have a lot to gain and. a lot
to lose.

6. Explain the effect that Bromden is trying to achieve in the similes in the last two lines in stanza
three.

Like an extra blanket in an a/readﬂ warm bed”. This is a very /aowen[M/ simile as
it describes how huan acﬁw’fg is resluonsib/e for heaﬁng somefhing that is a/readg
as hot as it needs to be — it is bein_q overheated which everyone knows is

uncomfortable and euenma//ﬂ unbearable. It builds effective imagerg in the mind of
the reader because everyone knows what it is like to be too hot and because of his

use of imagerg, Ineolu/e can relate to what is ha/alvening to the earth.

7. In stanza four, why does Bromden put the word “natural” in inverted commas?

‘Natural” in this sense is meant 1o be a sarcastic use of the word. There is Vlm%/‘ng
natural about the reasons for _q/oba/ warmin_q. Accord/‘ng to Bromden, the causes are

all dve to the behaviours of humans.

8. Inthe last stanza, how could the stakes become even higher?

The stakes could be much higher. Bromden's use of words such as “crisis” and. the
‘world is on fire” swggesfs that the earth will die and its inhabitants will Inerish
with it.



Indicative A response

9. Identify the poetic devices or other techniques that Bromden uses to engage the reader and
promote his message. How effective are they?

He uses a number of Inoeﬁc devices to enhance the mean/‘n_qs in the poem.
Examln/es:

Personification . “Sociefg comlzz/acenf/_tj slnends and. consumes

“As the afmoslz)here chokes™

[magerﬂ o “Swokestacks billow like fowering ci_qareﬁes” ( also a simi/e)
o Our lavd dries and. cracks as our faces turn red”
o The world is on fire”

Similes o Like an extra blanket on an a/readg warm bed”
o “Swokestacks billow like fowering ci_qareﬁes”

/V\efa/ahor «  “Uwreenhouse gases fire the afmoslmhere oven”

o “But now the Antarctic’s all water and. rock”

These devices have been very effective as fheﬂ reinforce the miessage that the /aoef s
frgin_q to convey. He wants his audience to knowr that the environmental Izzrob/em

we are fac/ng is serious and that we are reslnons/b/e for the wiess we are in so we
have a reslzzons/b/‘/ifg to do somefhin_q about it. He makes Izzeolz)/e sound. like monsters

WLJO scour 7%8 eam% MS/VIg MIU resources and CﬂMSMg dama_qe WLJQI"@V@I" 7%8_[1 gO.

10. Find the conjunctions (linking words) that are used to join ideas within the text. Write these
words and the ideas that they link. Highlight the conjunction.

A number of //‘nk/’n_q words have been used.

e Line 1 — The femlxaemfwe’s rising but there aren't any flames”

e Line 7 — “The issue is real and affects everyone
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11. What adjective/noun combinations are used to enhance visual imagery? What images are
being promoted and how effective are they?

“Scientist’s claims™ — claims that are backed bﬂ /‘m‘e//igence and, exlz)erﬁse st be

ri_th.
“leftover fumes” — wmakes the fumes sound dirtier and unwon%g.
“me/ﬁn_q /‘ce—calzzs” — wakes the reader feel the urgency of the situation.

“natural mishalz)s” — lets the reader know that a/fhow_qh the Iwrob/em is stated as

be/‘n_q a natural Inhenomena, it is more than //‘ke/ﬂ somev%/‘ng
human acﬁw‘fy has caused.. B/am/ng natural pprocesses is a bit

too easg ﬂﬂd convenient.

“eco-tourism — sululnosed/ﬂ tourism that is not harmtul to the environment

but the Inoef doesn't believe this Inoinf of view, c/ﬁn_q the

demise of Antarctica.

12. Words that express or create mood, feelings or tone are called emotive words. What emotive
words are used here and how effective are they?

Comln/acenﬂg — this word is effective because it makes the audience think that
sociefg doesn't care about the effect of its ouerslz)endin_q. 15 _/usf carries on like it

a/wags LI(ZS WI'/'L)OM'/' re_qard 7[0" fhe environment.

Billowr — this word works well in this poern because it _qiues the /‘mlnress/on of
miasses and, masses of /ao//uﬁon being /am[fed out into the environment without

care 7[0" fhe COVISQ@M@VIC@S.

Pushin” and. shovin® — the _qreen/‘es and. the businessmen are In/a_tjin_q a game
where fhe_lj are consmnf/y involved. in frgin_q to win a Inoinf over the other — like
e/bowin_q each other in a crowd. to _qef ahead.

Desfmﬂed — a word about endings and. death. In this poer it is about the
death of habitats. The word is an emotive one with overtones of sadness and
destruction.

Real — “the issue is real and affects everyone T — it is not someﬁu‘ng that will 90
away. Itis goin_q to have cafasfm/ahic eftects for all of us. It is effective in
conueging meaning in this poem.

Crisis — this affects the tone of this poern because it brin_qs a serious and, w_qem‘

note to the environmental dilenima that affects us nowr.
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13. What people or groups of people are likely to challenge, oppose or resist the message in the
poem?

Peolz)/e who are wiore /ike/_lj to cha//en_qe, oppose or resist this wmessage are those who
have somev%/‘ng to gain bﬂ not acﬁt/e/ﬂ preserving the natural environment. The sort
of Izzeolzz/e could be Inrolz)erf_tj deue/olz)ers who stand to make a lot of moriey bﬂ
desfroy/ng natural habitats to mwake room for more houses, sholz)s and. factories:
m/nin_q comlmnies who stand to _qain hundreds of millions of dollars b_lj carr_tj/‘ng out

their m/nin_q ﬂC‘/‘/l/i'/‘_lj or Iweolz)/e who _/usf don't care and can't be bothered he/luin_q b_lj
recyc//‘ng or wa/kin_q instead. of dr/‘u/ng.
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Section 2. Analytical essay

Gilbert Bromden has a point of view about the effect of human activities upon the natural
environment. Many people agree with what he has to say in this poem.

Write an essay discussing how effective you think Bromden has been in getting his
message across.

Intro and
setting
the scene

/

Cilbert Bromden is a man with firn ideas about the environment. His
poem, ‘World on Fire”, leaves his audience with no doubt that his oluinion is

that the human race must act now to save the natural environment or it

L will soon be too late.

He very firnly allocates blame for the sad state of the environment bﬂ
Sﬂ_lj/ﬂg that Iweolzz/e ignore the Warn/‘ngs. He states that Iwo/iﬁcians find it
easier to Inrefend that there are no environmental issues so that fhey don't

have to make Mnluoluu/ar decisions that the Iwwb/ic may o@em‘ to.

Bromden effecﬁue/_tj conveys his miessage fhrowgh the clever use of Inoeﬁc

d@U‘iC@S, a re_qu/ar rhyme Imﬁem and a IUOWQI"?[M/ CLIO/C@ 07[ VOCﬂbM/ﬂl"_lj.

Some Inoev‘/‘c devices he uses are similes, memlzzhors, imagery and,
Izzerson/‘f/‘caﬁon. In using these devices, he enhances the meanings of the words
he uses. He makes Izzeolzz/e sound. like horrible mwonsters gobb/in_q up euery%/‘ng
in their Iwm‘hs. One device, Iwerson/‘f/‘caﬁon, is used effecﬁue/ﬂ in the line
“Sociefg comlzz/acenf/_tj slnends and. consumes”. It makes humans sound like
fﬁ:eﬂ use whatever fhey want without re_qard for the environmental cost.

Then he qoes on to say that “the afmoslz)here chokes”.

Bromden uses words to create Inowerfu/ images in the minds of the readers
which also add to the mean/‘ngfw/ness of his poem. “Swokestacks billow like
fower/‘n_q CI'_qareﬁes”, also a simile, builds up Inowerfw/ images of Mg/_lj Iwo//wﬁng

chimne_tjs slz)ewin_q Iwoison into the air.

Bromden's use of emotive words such as “desfroyed " a word about
endin_qs and. death adds much delzn‘h to this poern makin_q us feel lost and

worried about the inevitable sadness and destruction.
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Invitations are issued to the reader to accelzn‘ what he says in the poer
about the urgency of the environmental Iwrob/em but there is also an
Mndem‘and/‘ng that there will be Iweolz)/e who do not agree with this

wiessage. Politicians, John Howard in Inam‘/‘cu/ar, have r_ejecfed the wamin_qs.

Others will also.

Bromden states that the reason for den_tjin_q the environmental Iwrob/em exists
is about wealth. About not Wanﬁng to sacrifice an atfluent /h[esfy/e and,

income _/usf to Izzrofecf the trees, foresfs, anima/s, biomes, efc.

Conc/ud/‘ng with a serious Warnin_q, the Iwoef is very clear about what we
Conclusion face if we do not act to save the environment. Do somefh/‘ng now, or have

no future to look forward to.



