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Indicative A response

Section 1. Select and analyse

1.

Select a poem that:

M is long enough for a 3 minute performance

M contains a range of poetic devices

M has a clear theme you can convey in your performance

M allows you to entertain and engage the audience.

N(ZVVI@ 07[ CL)OS@VI IUOQVVI ) M/C@ et decorum 65'/'” b_lj W//fred OW@VI.

Record your initial impressions about your poem.

a.

What attracted you to this poem?

[ could imagine all the visual and awd/‘forﬂ devices that [ could use to add to
the meanin_q and. entertainment value of this poem. I will be a grem‘ poern tfo

make the audience think about war.

Name one other poem you read and rejected. Give reasons.

[ looked. at “Anthem for a Doomed Youth™ but that is more a read to gowse/f
poem. [+ doesn't have as many clear /aoeﬁc devices to h/_qh//_th

Give an overview of your poem.

a.

C.

What is the poem about?

The poern is about war and is meant to shock the reader. [ think [ can use
that to engage the audience when | Inerform it.

What is the mood or emotion of the poem?

The mood. of the poem is one of sadness and deslvemﬁon — itis rea//g quh‘e
de/aressing.

How will you convey this to your audience?

[ will use bodﬂ /anguage fo convey it, bﬂ s/umluing and, dmgging mgse/f a/ong
and, slueaking s/ow/g and, sad/ﬂ.

Complete the poetry analysis on the next page.
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Poetry analysis

Titte “Dulce et decorum est”

Poet Wilfred Owen

What is the significance of the title and why
was it chosen?

What is the message of the poem?

The Inoef talks about “the old lie” ( Dulce

et Decorumn est, pro Inafria mori), which
wieans it is swreet, ri_th and, fiﬁin_q to die
for your counhy. He chose the title to be
sarcastic because he doesn't believe the lie.

The message in the ppoer is that war is
a tervible fhing with an ug/g imlnacf on
soldiers and the jpoern asks if it is worth
dging for your counhy.

Why do you think the poet
wrote this poem?

How are rhythm, rhyme and
structure used in this poem?

[ did some research and found out that
Wilfred Owen foughf in the first World
War, when Ineoln/e believed that war was
g/orious. He came home and slnem‘ time in
hoslnh‘a/ with shell shock and wanted to
tell eolz:/e that war was a terrible fhin_q
fo /iie fhrough. He tried to shock them
with Mg/_lj word, Inicfwes so that fheﬂ
would realise how horrible it was.

This jpoern is a mixture with two ei_th
line verses and one 12 line verse. It has a
conventional rhgming scheme where every
second, line rhgmes and. the beat of the
poern is re_qu/ar. [t sounds a bit like
soldiers marching. [ will do it s/ow/g in
my Inresenfaﬁon so it sounds like tired
and sad. soldiers. Wilfred Owen uses
many ditferent fglnes of Inuncmaﬁon tfo
breag up the poem, which will make is

edsy and, inferesﬁng tfo Inen[orm.

What images and figurative language does
the poet use and what effect do they have?

What sound devices are used in the poem
and how do they add to the meaning?

TLHS ngVVI uses QVVIOS'IL elfel"_lj oetic dewce
WLHC

Alliteration: ‘watch the white eyes
wrlfhmg

SIVVII/ bem‘ dOMb/ //ke 0/6{ be_q_qars
under sacks

/V\emlzzhor “drunk with fm‘/_qwe ( [ love
this because | have a Izucfwe in my head

miakes it grem‘ to pertorm.

of a soldier sfa_q_qerm_q with exhawsﬁon)

Onomafolzzoeia ( e.q. _qarg/ing, gwﬁerin_q,
hoot, cougihing)

&arg//ng and, gu#er/ng are used. to make
the sound. of soldiers chok/ng atter the
qas attack.

Hoots is used because it sounds like the
shells before '/‘he_lj lond..
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Section 2. Plan your performance

Information for teachers: An “A” response considers and incorporates the following in the
planned performance:

effective ways in which to convey the poem’s mood, meaning and language to the audience

visual and audio aids that enhance meaning and position audience (e.g. PowerPoint
presentation, music, sound effects, picture books, images, costumes, props)

clear articulation

changes of pace to add interest
inflection

pause for effect or emphasis
pitch

emphasis

voice projection

stance.
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Section 3. Rehearse and perform

Reflect on a partner’s formal rehearsal of their poetry performance.

Performer  Student A Reviewer Student B
Date 02/ 06/ 08 Duration of performance 3.5 minutes
Title of poem Dulce et decorum est Poet Wilfred Owen

Theme of poem

Wﬁl"

Main messages or ideas in the poem

War is terrible, shockin_q and, Iweolm/e _qef hurt.

Identify poetic devices in the poem (with examples)

Rhyme every second. live.
Alliteration — Watch with the white eyes Wrifhin_q

Rhgfhm that sounded. like soldiers marchin_q ( _qood idea to dm_q your feet to show
you were ﬁred)

LO'ILS 01[ SOMVld WOV‘dS. &OOd idea fo COlAﬂh ﬂﬂd make fhe rea/ SOMV]d _leM WOM/d hear.

ICTs or media devices used in the performance

PowerPoint presentation, pictures and battle sounds: Creat images of war (made the
P P 9
g/r/s Iwu// faces! ) | rea//y liked that you Iwm‘ up the meaning of the last bit so we

knew what it weant.

Were these successful or distracting? Why? Your PowerPoint went too qwick/y and, you
had, too many s//des, it made we feel d/ZZ_lj. Itis a slouw poem so miake the slides g0
s/ow/y so we can concentrate on what you are sa_tjing. The poem itself _qiues us some

idea how awful war is without so many Imicfwes.
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Pace of delivery? Any suggestions for improvement?

You did a grem‘ J'ob. [ can't believe you can remember all of the poem.

Audibility of performance (pitch and pause)

Sometimes when vou are being sad and s/ow, it is a bit hard 1o hear so don't put
Y 9 P
your head, doun.

Expression or emotions evident in the poem?

The poem is Inrehy shocking and, You used, Your voice to ge// or Whislner. You made
wie feel sad while | was /isfening.

Suggestions for ways to improve the performance?

[ think it is _qrem‘ that you dressed up like a soldier and your Iwerformance was
excellent. | think You should use less Inicfwes in your PowerPoint Iwresenmﬁon because
you were fr_tjin_q to keelzz up with it. Wh_tj don't You choose the best five Iwicfwes and
still have the title at the be_qinning and, the meaning of the foreign bit at the end. If
You like, instead. of ﬁmin_q your PowerPoint Iwresenmﬁon and, frying to keelzz up with
it, [ can click the slides over for You and, you can _/usf Izzerform instead, of fryin_q to do
it all b_lj _Ljowse/f.

What did you enjoy most about the performance?

[ rea//ﬂ like that you chose a jpoern that wasn't Inreh‘g or about love. It rea//ﬂ made
wie think about the effect that war has on soldiers. | fhou_th [ would HATE +his
Inoehy unit but your Inerformance was good.

Explain how you will use these observations to improve your own performance:

[ looked at the feedback and even fhou_qh [ Inm‘ a lot of work into finding Inicfwes for
my PowerPoint Inresenfaﬁon, [ redlise that the audience will look at the Inicfwes instead
of /isfenin_q to me. [ decided to use _jMS‘/‘ one slide with the title "Dulce et decorum est”
at the beginning with a bug/e b/owin_q that song fheg P/aﬂ on ANZAC dag, then [ am
qoing to have one Inicfwe of soldiers while [ Inerform the poern then a slide that says
Dulce et decorumn est, pro Inafria wiori’ then a slide with the translation, ‘it is sweet,

ri_th and, fiﬁing to die for your counhy " the bug/e will P/aﬂ aga/’n while [ leave.

Perform your poem.
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Section 4. Justify

In around 300 words, justify how you have used your voice and your visual and audio aids to
position the viewer to understand and appreciate your chosen poem.

Information for teachers:  The following “A” response appears in the format requested in the
Student booklet (Times New Roman, 12pt, double-spaced).

“Dulce et decorum est” by Wilfred Owen

During my performance of “Dulce et decorum est” by Wilfred Owen, Id#gtto dress up like a

soldier and use a short PowerPoint presentation.

The first slide of the presentation had the title “Dulce et decorum est” andealdborging that song
they play on ANZAC day when | got on the stage. Then | had a picture of sqdieted by John
Singer Sargeant while | performed the poem, then | had a slide that said &éDdesorum est, pro
patria mori” followed by a slide with the translation “It is sweet, right ditidd to die for your
country” and the bugle played again when | left the stage. (Paul offered to clicidéseosler so |

could concentrate on my performance, and | thought that was a great idea sdddnc)

There were a number of poetic devices that | highlighted in my performiamed a lot of

onomatopoeia or sound words. When it says “coughing like hags” | coughed and | trudged in time
with the rhythm while | said the poem. My uncle is in the army reserve so | lsatiow

camouflage gear to make it realistic. | think the bugle playing made trenaadtop talking and

pay attention when | walked onto the stage. | used body language to show sadnessia@sswea

and despair. | had a chair on stage so | could sit down and shake my head, then put my head in my

hands.

| varied my voice and pace for different verses in the poem like when it says “you tdgaoal
behind the wagon ...” | pointed in an accusing way at someone in the audience. When | said the
final line | put one hand on my heart and saluted with the other. At times | whisperéatancen

it says “Gas! Gas! Quick boys!” | shouted it and struggled to put on my helmet.

| shocked the audience with the ugly way that Wilfred Owen talks about war in the pdenade
them realise that it is not a game and it is not fun. | hope that | made some of tlearpdupl
audience cry or at least stop and think about the impact of war. Even though the poesmwas fr
long ago, we see enough news about the war in Iraq for the audience to connect tifeheéeas

poem to real life.



