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Indicative A response

Appendix C: Gaps and silences

Information for teachers: The following is an example of an A response to
Appendix C: Gaps and silences in the Teacher guidelines. This part of the assessment, if
nominated for inclusion, would be implemented during Setting the scene.

After a discussion with your teacher and the class, decide on a useful definition for “gaps and
silences” and write it in your notebook.

&alns and. silences are the deliberate exclusion of information from a text for a sluecific
purpose. For examlzz/e, the writer mi_th think the sforg reads better without extra
information, fheg may Inrefer to leave some fhin_qs up to the reader to decide themselves,
f//)eg may want to mislead. the reader bﬂ de//berm‘e/g /eal/ing details out, or are a//owing

the reader to wake their ouwn assumlz)ﬁons.

In groups of three, discuss the following reflective questions to provide feedback to your class.
1. Are there gaps and silences in the text — Looking for Alibrandi?
Yes there are 9aps and, silences in the text.
2. Who or what is missing from the text?
o We don't know a lot about Christina Alibrandi, what she fhougﬁn‘ about her
wiother and being Inam‘ of the [talian commun#y.

. Why did Christina decide mgaim‘f going fhrough with the abortion that fheg
had. decided on fogefher?

o What did Michael Andretti think and feel when he left Sgdney for Adelaide
all those years ago?

o What did Sister Louise rea//_lj think of Josie?

o [here is wmuch about Francesco Albrandi that we dont know, eslz)ecia//_li any
discussions he had with Christing, how he felt about haw’ng an unfaithful

wife etc.

3. What did Melina Marchetta hope to achieve by creating these gaps and silences?

To giue the readers a chance to make up their own minds and add what fheg
wanted to their oun Mndersfanding of the text.



Year 9 English: Gaps and silences in text

Section 1. Filling in the gaps and silences

Choose one of the following six choices to write about. Complete the corresponding planning tools
as accurately, and with as much detail as you can, so they are useful when you start drafting your

new section.

Information for teachers: As this section asks the students to adopt a character from the
novel when writing their responses, you should expect these to be written in first person.

Choice 1. Nonna Katia explains

In the role of Nonna Katia, explain to another character in the novel how your “Nonna
Patrol” works and why you do this.

This planning matrix will help you plan your work.

Questions for consideration

Your response showing understanding

1. Who is Nonna Katia?

[ am Josie’s _qmndw)ofher. [ am an [talian Australion
who still tries 1o live a very traditional [talian /h[esfy/e.
However [ have Iurob/ems hying fo convince my

daughfer and, gmnddawghfer to followr suit.

2. What is your relationship
like with Josie?

While [ love iy mnddaughfer, [ am the first to admit
that our relations /'/o is not the best as we dont see eye
fo eye on wiost things. Josie accuses me of slnﬂing on
her ‘and bein_q o/d-fgshioned but [ believe it is my dmy
fo Inrofecf my _qmnddau_ther.

3. What is the “Nonna
Patrol’?

The “Novna Patrol” is made up of a number of Iweop/e
who relnom‘ back to me every time they see Josie doing
somefhing that fhey think is Won%% o? relnorﬁng, like
fa/king fo a bog or geﬁing into a car. They are very
quick fo gef on the Inhone and. let me know what fhey
have seen. It is /ike/g that my slz)ies do this dm‘g not as
a favour for me but wore as a weans of embarmssin_q
me.

4. Do you believe everything
you hear about Josie?
Explain.

[t is hard to say. Itis /ike/g that [ beleve wost of the
fhin_qs or at least the old ada_qe, ‘where there’s smoke,
there's fire”. Ji Mdgin from the way [ slweak to Josie, it
seems likely that | Enow Josie is a good gir/, and [ _jusf
want to Eee/a her that way.

(Continued on next page)
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S. \é\llohsyeq[ggslcj)rlfegﬂrsum [ like to know what Josie is up to so [ can make sure
granddaughte)r/? Josie is beham’nﬁ herself and not embarmssing me in
front of the [talian communh‘ﬂ. [ am also aware of
what can halwlwen to a Young _qir/ who makes a wistake
because of my own wiistakes in the ,uast eslwecia//y that
with Marcus Graham. [ fear the Inub/ic humiliation that
Josie may face if she were to make an unwise choice.
6. Do you understand how [ am aware that Josie knows that [ _qev‘ Izzhone calls
JN%SA(;;esgstri??oﬁtsyomf[[]en from vy friends about her. [ am also aware that Josie
why do you persist with it? | doesn’t Tke it but it is unlikely that | know that Josie
thinks of it as a “/aero/ ’ am? the delm‘hs of her dislike
for it. [ /arobab/g don't discoum_qe my friends from
calling we about Josie because it is true that | want to
chec up on Josie.
7. EOE’V Clloeslz’owh’\'onna The Inm‘ro/ works for Christina to some extent but more
Cﬂrrigtixv:’; wit so for Josie. Christina is older and has a/readg wiade
her wistakes. Peop/e aren't as interested in her as fheg
are in Josie.
8. Is it worth the grief it

causes with the two
people you love most in
the world?

[ am qwh‘e obstinate in my ways. [ don't seem to
understand. the need for me to change and frg to be
more accelnﬁng of Josie and Christina. [ think the old
ways of the Inasf are still olnemﬁng in the Italian
communh‘g in modern Australia. Whether or not [
would change my ways if [ knew how much trouble it
causes in iy re/aﬁonsﬂ'/os with my fami/y is hard to
say, as | am a stickler for reslnecf and authority and
beizue that my dawghfer and _qmnddaw_ther si)ou/d _jusf

be obedient to me.
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Choice 2. Confrontation

What did Michael Andretti say to Ron Bishop? Write a piece to fill in this silence in the text
after Josie breaks Carly’s nose.

These two men are in a room separate to where Josie and Carly are. They are discussing what
happened, who is to blame and what should happen?

Information for teachers: The following are examples of acceptable answers.
An A response does not need to give the same or all of the provided examples, but must show
an understanding of the character in this context.

Questions for consideration | Your response showing understanding

1. Ron Bishop was thinking:

o [ can't believe this guy doesn’t know who [ am. Does
he lve under a rock or somefhing.?

o fhoughf Josie Alibrandi’s wiother was unmarried.

« Who is this _qw_q? How come [ have vever seen him or
heard. about him before.

o JMS'IL want to _qef this over with and _qef Alibravdi to
“/aa_lj up " — let him know who's boss!

. Car/_q is a wodel. This could be disastrous for her,
a/fhough it doesnt look too bad.

was saying:

° “] ,VVI SMI"/GI”/S@d yOlA dOVI"/' kVIOW WL)O ] am.”

° ]VVI sure we can come to some Wmn_qememt

Mr Albrand,.”

. Oh, sorry ... Mr Avdretti. | _jusf fhou_th e

o Your dau_ther hit my daughfer and. it looks like she
has a broken nose. Not ha/a/ag Avdretti. If You JMS‘/'
agree to pay for her medical expenses and, agree to

some form of comluensaﬁon we can forgef all about
this.”

“

° ﬁl"/_lj Is a mode/. ] ’VVI sure _leM Mndersfand Whg she
S/’IOM/d be COVVI/O@VISDI'/'ed.”

o Your dau_ther is a hoodlum and a menace to sociefg.”

o 1 Jusf want what's fair for my daw_q/'n‘er.”
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(Continued on next page)

Michael Andretti

was thinking:

o [hese Ineolu/e are bullies.
o What Car/y said to Josie was inalzzlwolwiafe. [+ is _jwsf

U in_q ana. racism | am qwi e sure that she has
bull d [ H that she h
Iuic ed this trait up from her father who seems to
think he is someone imlnorfanf in this toum.

o He seems to have c/')an_qed his attitude since he has
discovered [ a barrister.

o [ wish Josie had shoun wore restraint and not have
hit her. Not a good character trait. Her wother is not
the violent fylne. [ swlwfose years of racial abuse are

enough to wiake You oil over once in a while.

. Whg should she ke;lu /wuﬁing up with all of this

conﬁnumﬂ racial vilification?

o [ think Tl be able to Im/ﬂ‘ a 57‘0/0 to this before it qoes
any further.

was saying:

o “The name's Andretti. And, yes. ['m sure we can
come to some armngemenf too Mr Bisholn.”

o I'm sure Josie will settle for an alno/o Y from your
damghfer, Mr Bisholn, considering she has been the

victim of racial discrimination here.

o aqgree that Josie could have settled the watter in a
wiore alnlnrolnriafe way too. Nevertheless, she has
suffered at the /’lanag of lneoln/e like your dau_ther /on_q
enow_qh Mr Bisholz]. I'm sure you can understand, W/q_lj
she is very Mlzzsef.”

o There will be no comlnensaﬁon for Car/ﬂ, howet/er, if
we can't settle this matter foday, ['m sure we can in
court. In which case we, that is m dau_ther and [
may see fit to sue both your daug ter and
St Martha's for ongoing racial taunts and a failure to
57‘0/0 this bu//gimg at the school.”

o T sure we all want to avoid the embarrassment
and, expense of a drawn-out court case. Don't we,

Mr Bisholn 77

(Continued on next page)



Year 9 English: Gaps and silences in text

. What was the outcome of

the conversation?

Both Michael Andretti and Ron Bisholw agree to let

b gones be bg_qones and fhey both leave with their
ﬂlgau_thers. Both Inarern‘s relwr/mand their daw_thers for
Msin_q bad _/ud_qmenf.

. Were the two parties

happy with the outcome or
were one or both parties
annoyed?

. [ar/g is furious that Josie won't be set/ere/ﬂ Punished.
o Josie is ha/z?oy that she seems to have had a win for
so

once and. also that her father was there for her when
it mattered and Wlawa_qed fo _qef her out of a lot of
trouble. She was Lra/alzzg because she felt that

Sister Lovise would see her in a different //'ghf nowr.

o Michael is g/ad that he had a win over Ron Bisholz).
He was also halnlw that J oselnhine felt that she could

ask him for he/ln. b stated that he was geHin_q used,
to the idea of being a father and that he liked it.

o Ron Bisholm was annoved. that Albrandi wasn't
imlwessed with his ce ebrhy. He was also annoved that
Andretti was able to rescue J oselwhine A/ibmnji who
he fhoughf shouldnt even be at St Martha's.
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Choice 3. Christina and Josie

As Christina, write a journal entry in which you explain why you think that Josie faces a
better world for women than you or Nonna did.

This is an opportunity for an important character in the novel to have a say. The reader reads a lot
about her but Christina herself has very little dialogue.

Questions for consideration

Your response showing understanding

rather live in, the one you
experienced in your past
or the future in Josie’s
world? Why?

1. What was the world like There was Iwrobab/y wiore discrimination against women,
when you became a eslnecia//g those who were unmarried wothers. They were
teenage mother? wiade to feel ashamed and their families humiliated.

2. Was your family /V\y {ami/_lf was not sﬂuzwlnorﬁt/e of iy redicament
supportive of your because my wiother didn't want the shame. Katia also
predicament? knew that to support me would mean /arob/ems with
Why, or why not? her husband as she knew he didnt love me. He

cerhzin/y didn't want the humiliation of a Iwregnam‘
daug/'#er, esluecia// one that was not rea//g his, even
fhough [ didn't know this.

3. What social changes have [ have noticed that the sociefy in which we now live is
occurred since you fell far wore accelzrhmg than when [ was a /aregnam‘
pregnant as a teenager? teenager. This change in society also weans that there are

far more olla/aorfwniﬁes for women. Bein_q a /are_qnanf
feenager o longer means that women can't receive an
education and be treated as equa/s. [+ is debatable how
much the thinking has changed within the Italian
community. | be/gve that fhings are /are#g nuch the
same with these Ineolzz/e.

4. According to you, how This would wean that Josie would have far more
would these changes chances of a Lm/”/”_’f and successtul future with or
affect Josie’s life? without marriage and. children.

5. Do you feel that you have [ envy the olmlnorfuniﬁes that my daughfer has, as |
had fairness in your life? founf life wauch wore difficult and. restrictive. Being an
Why, or why not? [talian Australion was also very /im/ﬁng to what 1 felt |

could achieve in my life under the circumstances.

6. Which world would you [ would rather live in the Izzresem‘ and. future worlds

where | could be free to be muyself and not carry round,
the burden of shame because [ was a s/ng/e miother
with a strict talian ulnbrim_qin_q.
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Choice 4. Michael’s realisation

Write a series of three journal entries detailing Michael’s reactions to his first encounter
with Josie, his thoughts when he was called to her school, and an entry following one of
their outings together (e.g. coffee and pizza).

How did Michael feel? What was he thinking?

After Michael’s first encounter with Josie ...

o [ am in shock! | can’t believe that vow, after all these years [ have a dau_ther.
o She looks so much like her mother.

o [ cont say that | am haln/ug. [ am _jMS'/' numb.

o What wil f/':eg, Josie and Christina, exluemL of me? Swe/g, f/’)eg don't eX/zJemL me
to be a “father’.

o [oam angry [ think. /\ngr that Christing didn't have the abortion that we had
Im/anned and angry that [ have had a dauzhfer for seventeen years and [ didnt

knowr. [ feel that somefhin_q imluorfanf has been stolen from we.

o [ am concerved that Christina has had to face Iwe%u/e and, bring up my child on
her ouwn for this /on_q. Does this change my /a/ans.

When he was called to her school (before, during and after) ...

o Ji ose/alqine Albrandi is a mgsferg to me. One minute she's rude and dismissive of
wie and. the next she is ringing wie up at work and ask/ng we for my he//a.

o | holme [ can he/lz) her because | dont want to let her down. [ fina//y have an
O/olmormnhy to do somefhing for my daughfer; [ don't want to waste it.

o [+ felt good being a father. It is a very worthwhile and comforﬁng fee/ing fo
know that another human being rea//g need's you.

o [tis good to feel so close to another human being, even fhough we don't even
rea//g know each other gef.

After one of their outings together ...

o The more | 7# to hknowr her and. become familiar with her ways, the wore
comtortable T am around her.

o [ feel like I can be mgse/f around. her, even tell her what [ think of the fhin_qs

she says and, does.
o [t feels good to have someone value mwe too.
o The wore [ see her, the more [ can see myse/f in her.

o [ didnt really want her Working at McDonalds. Those late shifts, comin_q home
at ni_th an hauing fo IUM'/‘ up with rude Izzeoln/e.

o She was so halnlwﬂ when [ offered her the _jola at my low firn. It felt good fo
be able to do that.

o [ was shocked when [ found her wa/kin_q a/on_q the street. | knew that Christina
would never be so careless with her daughfer’s sm‘éfg.
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Choice 5. Josie’s letter to John Barton

Write the letter that you think Josie would have written, detailing her feelings and fears.

Remember what has been happening in the lives of these characters before you start to write
Josie’s letter. Use the diagram below to think about the things that would go into her letter.

p
How does she feel about this?

She knows fhey are _jMS'f'
friends and accelm‘s it. She

knows she doesn't fit into

™

How does she feel about this?

Sometimes feels gw/fy
about the disresluecf she
shows but she wants her

r

\
How does she feel about this?

HGIIUIU because she /ikes

him but a bit lmesswed
because of different

his world. Novna to leave her alove. exlnecmﬁons.
. + J N * J
John Barton Argwmenfs with Nownna Boyfriend — Jacob Coote
What is and has been happening in Josie’s life. |
What are the things that would occupy her mind?

Y

Y

Y

Y

Christina

School

Avrrival of a father

&oing to unil/ersif_q

Y

Y

Y

v

How does she feel
about this?

Loves her mother
and. feels gui/f_tﬂ
about the way she

How does she feel
about this?

[mlnaﬁenf to finish.
She doesn't fit. Some

of the _qir/s are snobs

How does she feel
about this?

An_qr_q at ﬁrsf,
then curious, then
accelnﬁng.

How does she feel
about this?

Excited at the
rospect, especially as
Iswlfte chowghf 7‘14017?

treats her. and. make racist John Barton would
\ \remarks to her. ) be qoing oo,
What are Josie’s hopes and fears for the future?
. To become a solcitor.
. To be mccelm‘ed for herself as J oselnhine, vot because she is Italian or Australion.
. To change her name to Andretti.

What type of language would she use in a personal letter to a friend?

O formal

M informal

10
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Choice 6. Your own thoughts

Consult with your teacher on this choice. Make sure you choose something that gives you enough
material to develop into a new section.

Your planning tools will depend on the topic you choose.

Information for teachers: If this is chosen by the student, how they plan their response is
entirely individual. Use teacher discretion in judging the relevance of the student’s choice and
their endeavour in demonstrating understanding of gaps and silences in the text.

Section 1. Filling in the gaps and silences — Written
response

Choice 1. Nonna Katia explains

In the role of Nonna Katia, explain to another character in the novel how your “Nonna
Patrol” works and why you do this.

Honesf/_lj, my dear Marcus, [ am ﬁndin_q it more and more difficult to make Josie
understand WL; [ am so concerned about her whereabouts and who she is with. She

Jusf doesn't understand how /VVIIUOF'f'aVI'/' it is that she is a “_qood _qir/
[ wish [ could make her understand Why [ watch out for her the way [ do. I have

tried to exlw/ain but she J'usf thinks [ am a weddling woman. | know she becomes
angry when one of my friend.s rings we up and tells me what fheg have seen. She
ca]Z them m “S/aies”. She calls them wy “Nowna Patrol”. She is such a si//_q irl
sometimes. \/ahm‘ she doesn't understand. is that [ know wore about the Wor?d and
the way that it works than she does and [ want her to sfay safe. It is a good fhim_q
that [ have friends to be my eyes and. ears in more Im/aces.

[ suppose if she knew about my /wast then she mighf understand, my wiotives. | don't
want her to know about You and e f/qowg//). [ would find it too hwmi//aﬁng and [
don't think it would achieve an f/qin_q other than giue her wiore reason to disresluecf wie.
[t is better that both Josie and Christina continue to believe that my husband was
their father and grandfafher, ot that it rea//_q was not him, but you.

[ am swlurised by what Josie knowrs about Christina’s mismkes, that she isn't wore
Mndersmnding of we and Whﬂ [ watch over her the way [ do. Even Christing hnours
Why [ worry but she isn't very sympafheﬁc when Josie and. [ argue about it.

Sometimes she can be so disresluecffu/. It near/y breaks my heart when [ think of her
as a little _qir/ and. how ha/o/a she was. A/Wags mnning here and, mnnin_q fhere, frging
fo kee/a up with her cousin Robert. /\/ow, she a/waﬂs seems 1o be angry and imlnaﬁenf
with we. Children no /on_qer reslnecf their elders Marcus.

11
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This Australian soc/ef_tj, Marcus, is different to the socief_q [ grew up in. Now everyone
s ina hwrﬂ, mshing here and there. Children don't reslmecf their Inarenfs. Children” are
%rowing up far too Young and, mining their chances of haw’ng the life that fﬁ)ey wanted

or themselves.

[ know that if Christing didn't make the mistakes she did, then her life might be very
different. She would be married to a nice man and have a house and chi/jren. She
would make me proud. But no, she had a child when she was far too young and
unmarried. and. this one act changed evergfhing. If on/y Josie would see what mighf
halnluen to her and Wh_lj [ worry about her so much.

[+ would make me very halu/o to see Josie married to a nice young [talian boy from a

good fami/g. She says that she doesnt want these fhings but she will change her mind

WL)EVI she _qefs o/der ﬂVld wiser.

[ knowr she will continue to resent me for it, but [ am not oin_q to _qiue up /ooking out
for her. If there is one fh/ng [ will a/wags be sure 07[, it is that | dont want to see the

wistakes of the /wasf relneafed. [ don't want any wore humiliation or shame.

12
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Choice 2. Confrontation

What did Michael Andretti say to Ron Bishop? Write a piece to fill in this silence in the text
after Josie breaks Carly’s nose.

Michael Andretti and Ron Bishop walked Inwluosefw//y into the outer office, both with a
fm‘ a resolve |
Inoim‘, humiliate and desfmg, the other was f%

reslwonsibi/ifﬂ knowing it was his chance to Inm‘ fhings righf with his dawghfer.

resolve — ot the same reso/t/e, ust the same. One wanted to make a

ere out of curiosity and a sense of

‘Well Alibrandi, ['m sure we can both see what is _qoin_q on here and. as soon as we
receive an alwo/o_qg from your daw_ther and. a commitwent from you to pay
comlnensaﬁon in the event my dawghv‘er has a broken nose, we can all be on our Wﬂﬂ,”

asserted Ron Bishop as he turved 1o look Michael Andretti square/g in the face.

Michael Inoinfed/ﬂ, took his time to resluond, the whole time never /osing eye contact
with Ron Bisholu, “The name's Andreﬁi, and, [ sure we can come to some
Wmngemem‘ too, Mr ... I'm sorry. What did You say your rarve was?

“Bisholw. Ron Bisholn. ['m swlwrised You don't know who [ am Mr Andretti”

No M. Bisholn, [ don't know who you are. Until this moment, | had never heard of
gou,” said Michael Andretti with a wide-eved look of innocence that was not innocent
at all. This comment made +o Imm‘ Ron BfSZO/ﬂ back in his Izz/ace.

As far as an a/wo/ogg is concerned /Mr Bisholu, ['m sure that Josie would accelm‘ an
a/ao/ogg made bﬂ your dau_ther to both of us. And as far as comluensaﬁon is

comcemed. There WI// be none.

‘Now listen here, Andretti. Your daughter hit iy dau_ther with a heaug textbook and
in all likelihood, has broken her nose. %he s a wenace to sociefy. /\/\g a[aughfer is the
victim in all of this. She is a wodel and your daughfer has Imm‘ her future at risk. |

J'Msf want what's fair,” Ron Bishop OL_Jjecfed.

“So do [” reln/ied Michael Andretti. “I think that you will agree that the use of racial

slurs and taunts a_qainsf a person is not fair. And that hauin_q fo Im/n‘ up with bein
ostracised. because of the lunch one eats or the colour of their skin is not fair either. ﬁ
aqgree that Josie should have handled the matter in a different way, nevertheless, she
has suffered at the hands of Izzeolm/e like your dawghfer /onﬂ enowgh Mr Bisholn. I'm sure
You can understand Whg my daughfer Is very ulz]sef. There will be no comlmensmﬁon or
alno/o_qy Mr Bisholz). Not from my daw_ther.”

Ron Bisholm, with his wouth open, stared. at Michael Andretti. It finally dawwed on
him that he Ivrobab/z wasn 1 _qoin_q to win this one and that his dau_q ter Iwobab/y _qm‘

what she deserved but there was no way, he was _qoim_q to admit it to this man.
Listen Andretti, [ dont think Yyou understand ... "

13
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‘No Ron, you listen, interrupted Michael Andretti all the time mammmmg his cormposire
and. calm but firm tone, “There will be no compensation or a/ao/ogy for you or Car/g,
however, it we can't settle this matter today, ['m sure we can in court in which case
we, that is iy daughter and. [, may see 7# to sue both You and St Martha's for not
Iwofecﬁm_q my daw_q ter from these on_qoin_q racial taunts and. a failure to handle the
bw//yin_q issue at this school. Ron, ['m sure You don't want the cost and bad Inub/ichy

of a /on_q, drawn-out court case for either you or St Martha's.”
‘OK Andretti. You win. But this had better not halz;luen again or you uon t be fa/king

Il be m/king fo iy /awgers,” reln/ied a defeated but angry Ron Bisholm.

to we. You wi

Bisholm nodded, and, said, “Andretti.”

“&OOdb_lje Ron,” Michael Andretti smiled, kwowim_q all the while that he had been beaten
bﬂ a couln/e of ethnics from the jpoor suburbs of Sydneg.

14



Year 9 English: Gaps and silences in text

Choice 3. Christina and Josie

As Christina, write a journal entry in which you explain why you think that Josie faces a
better world for women than you or Nonna did.

Dear Diary,

Today Josie started working for her father Michael Andretti at his law firm in the
ch‘y. t was so nice to see Eer so h“PPﬂ' She was nervous eﬁing readﬂ for work,
c/qanging from one outfit to the other, then back again IAVI'/'IF she found somefhing
Iwen[ecf. When he arrived to ,uick her up. she gave we one of those special smiles and
hu_qs as she walked out the door. She has grown up so fast and sf

e is so beautiful.

Josie is very fortunate to have been born now and not when [ was. The world has
chmnged so much in that short time. It is a much better Iu/ace for women if they make
the righf choices and take the olnlmormmiﬁes that come along. Josie is a smart g/ﬂ and
knows that the on/ﬂ fhing that can hold her back is herself.

[ know she still sfmg_q/es with the racism in this cowmy but she is much better colnin_q
with taunts than [ ever was. She is more confident. [ think having Australion friends
s a b/_q he//a. Theg make her feel like Inam‘ of the group and. her et Vl/'chy doesn't come
into it at all. This has he/lwed her to a[el/e/olw the confidence to stand up for herself.

Young women, both Australion and [talion, gef out into the commwnhy wiore now and
are vot kept in their houses with their mothers and gmndmofhers /earning how to be
good wiothers. They are active outside the home, /a/ag slwort have friends, are educated
are involved with the world around them.

[+ would have been so different for me if the world had been different then and not

the wean and J'Mdgmenm/ lace that it was. Girls who gef themselves into trouble with
boys these days have /oeolzz/; fhey can go to and. ask for he/lm. [ wouldn't have had +o
ask Novna for he/ln it [ had had. +he O/olnormniﬁes that Young women do foday.

There is wore social acce/amnce for oung unmarried. parents now . [hat would have
been nice. | wouldnt have had to listen to my wiother g0 on and, on about the

disgmce and. humiliation [ had brou_th upon the famr/y.

Josie will never have to face a father who hates her and makes her feel like she wished
she had never been born. Whg my father was like this [ will never understand. He

was mean and cme/ fo VVl_lj mm‘/qer as We// _S_O mam_xj Sﬁd '/'L]IVIgS hm/e hﬂPlﬁeHEd.

The educational olnlzzorfuniﬁes are great now and the chance to travel and to make mwore
out of life has never been so good. There rea//y Is nofhing that she can't do i she is
/arelnared fo kee/a on doin_q the ri_th fhin_qs and, Workin_q hard..

[ am so /MCkﬂ because iy dar/im_q dau_ther rea//y has the world at her ﬁn_qerﬁlns. [tis
now up to her to deue/olw her sfren_qfhs and. leave her mark on the world.
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Indicative A response

Choice 4. Michael’s realisation

Write a series of three journal entries detailing Michael’s reactions to his first encounter
with Josie, his thoughts when he was called to her school, and an entry following one of
their outings together (e.g. coffee and pizza).

Swndagz

This will be a Swrdaﬂ that [ won't ever forgef. Todmﬂ [ went to visit an old fami/_lj friend.,
Katia Albrandi. She still lives in Ulebe in the same house. Euerﬂfhiwg looked. the same until |
set iy eyes upon a feenage _qir/ who looked very familiar to we even fhough [ know [ had
vever wet her before. | hnew somefhing was amiss as soon as | saw her but [ couldn’t IUM'/‘
my Tringer on what was bofhering me.

Then Katia came in the room and. introduced me to Jo ose/ahine Albrandi, her gmndo{aughfer
and Christina’s daugﬁn‘er. Then the penny drolwlneo{. The realisation that [ had a o{,aughfer
was Vnind—b/owin_q. Then the Imsf slned back at we and. all of the old wemories raced
fhrough my brain: Christina, our love affair, and then the news of the pregnancy. But
Christina and. | decided to have an abortion. | even gave her the morey fo pay for it.
OEUious/y, her /a/ans had changed when [ was sm[e/g tucked auway in Adelaide with my
fami/y.

Katia didnt know about me either until that moment, it was obvious. Then, she too, had
the same realisation. She was embarrassed and. didnt know what to say. The room became
icy cold and | wanted to _qef out of there as quick/y as | could and not continue the visit.

[ am in a state of shock. [t is so hard +o accelm‘ that after all these years [ have a /it/ing,
breafhing o{fslnring in the form of the /0ue/y J oselwhine Albrandi. [ could tell that she wasn't

thrilled. to see me and that she knew who [ was as soon as she saur we.

[ can't say that [ am halw/a about her. [ am numb. [ am angry, [ think. Angry that
Christina didnt have the abortion and that we had lz)/m/med and angry that 7£ad a
daughfer for seventeen years and [ didnt know. [ feel that Christina has stolen somefhin_q
very Persom/ and. momentous from me. Yet [ don't blame her.

What will they, Josie and Christina exlzzemL from me? Swe/y ot for me to be a father all
of a sudden! zfow does this affect me? [ am so confused. [ dont know how [ feel about
this news. At the same time [ feel concerned that Christing would have gonie fhrouﬂh mch
difﬁcu/fg Proceedin_q with the pregnancy on her own, haw’n_q no one to /')eéu her face the
ngﬁ‘ have he/lned her.

WOF‘/d. ] ’VVl sure her fafher WOM/

ThMPSG{ﬁg

Todag | gof a Iwhone call from Sister Lovise at St Martha's requesﬁng an immediate

weeting about Josie. Now, that was a sw/arise considering Josie and | haven't rea//y been
geﬁin_q on that well /m‘e/g. [ would have exluecfed that Christina would handle these fglues of
watters. | didnt know what [ was Wa/kin_q into other than | was needed to lqeéu sort out
a matter inuo/t//ng J oselz)h/’ne. So, off [ went to see what trouble she had goﬁen herself into.
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Year 9 English: Gaps and silences in text

While Christina is gem‘e and, qu/ef Josie is vot. | would say she has qu/fe a femluer So |
exluecfed anﬂﬂfnng Ap/mre dy Josie had. thrown a textbook at a g/r/ called Car/y [ was a

do somefhm_q like that. As it turned out, Josie had been
Inrouoked and was qwn‘e Jusﬁf ied. in rem/rahng Probmb/ﬂ not bﬂ fhrowmg text book, but she
cem‘a/n/y had. been treated bad/g

[ have {orgoﬁ‘en how it feels to be sing/ed out for the ethmic taunts that she faces a[ai/_tj.

Workin_q in my Inrofess/ow has Imofecfed wie from a lot of discrimination and being a male
]g is that

“Wou are worthless™ element that comes with the name fa_q. [ am /aroud that she can look

bit swlmlsed that she woul

adult he//ws too. [t's not that bein_q called a “Wog” is so bad; [ am /arowo{ of it.

atter herself. She cen‘ain/g is ﬁzisfg.

When she was talking about what halwlnened, [ knew exacf/ﬂ how she felt when she was
Imcked on. It felt _qooj to be with someone who Jusf “knows”. [ think Josie felt the same

way too. She even thanked e for Mndersfand/ng her and. not Judgmg her. She said that
sometimes her mother says, Don't worry about it,” or Don't be so dramatic, J. oselnh/ne

She said she was g/m{ that [ understood and let her be angry without //Iawng to feel gw/ Y
about it.

[ think ['m smrﬁn_q to understand. this “Imrem‘ fh/ng " think [ lke it. [ like the way she

needs me and the way we connect sownetimes.

Samrdag
[ In/cked up Josie fon/g//:f Wander/ng aong the city street. She had JMS'/' had an argumenf
with Jacob Coote and. walked away from him. 7

her at Vu_qﬁn‘ in the ci
brains. But [ must aagfnn‘ that when we sfolwlzzed for a In/zza [ did et:rjog SI#M_q and m/klng

must adwm‘ [ wasn't too ha/alny see/ng
on her oun. Sometimes you have to wonder what the _q/r/ uses for

to her. She rea//ﬂ is a ﬂood kid. She loves her mother very mwuch and rea//y reslz)ecfs her. It

st be nice to know that someone loves you that much.

[ feel like [ can be muyself when [ am around her and [ like the way we can talk and agree
and dlsagree and. sti nofh/n_q cham_qes Itis good to know that no matter what we agree
or even argue about, it doesnt matter because she is my daw_ther and. [ am her father and
that will never change

[ don't like her Working at McDonalds because of the late shifts and her hauing to walk
home so | offered her a Job in my /ega/ firn and. she mccelm‘ed [ om very relieved and
halulz)y with the idea of seemg her wost afternoons. She is so excited about Workmg in a real
low firm.

/‘/m/m_q a dau_ther is good,, eslwecnz _(1 one with so much splm‘ She has made a real
difference to my life. ﬂqe wiore | see of her, the wore | see myse/f in her. She knows that |
am ge#/ng better at Ee/n_q a father. She told we so. She said that she liked hawn_q e

arowd.. [t feels so comfortable knowing that [ have someone who values me because | am

we, Michael Andretti, father of T oselwhine Alibrand,i.
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Indicative A response

Choice 5. Josie’s letter to John Barton

Write the letter that you think Josie would have written, detailing her feelings and fears.

Dear _T OLWI,

What a _qrem‘ /dea WFI'/‘IVI? this letter. Makes me feel like [ can sa%rangfhmg [ want to

because it is a secret and | won't see your face when ZOM read it. [here is so much to say

too. What a year we have had and. next year looks like it is _qomg to be even b/g_qer

[ have a lot _qoing on in my life righf now-. The 7%/1/)_7 that wost worries e, fhou_qh, is the
HSCs coming up very soon. Conmmon sense tells we that [ am infe//i_qenf and should do very
well but [ still worry and think, what if [ 90 blank? Or what /’valnlwens if [ gef sick? |
know that it is Inrogab/y norwal to feel like this but knowmg that doesnt make it any
easier. [t seems 51/;7 to me that twelve years of schoo//ng comes to this — the Inmnac/e of our

education. Oh we _qood luck to us!

[ am so halz)/oy to be ]70/';4_7 fhrou_qh this with someone like You fhough. [is grem‘ to think

that next year we will both be at Mnit/ersh‘g fogefher sfudﬂing lawr. [t seemns less scary when

[ think of it like that.

A ot has /')alnlnened to we this year. &eﬁ‘/ng to hknow my father is Inmbab/ the b/ﬂgesf [
am so glad that he has come into my life. It is a nice fee/m_q /'ramng a father, eslueaa// one

like my father. | think he is OK! You are very /uckg to have had one for your whole life,
even fhou_qh you don’t think so.

Jacob Coote has Inmbably been the other blﬂ f/qing in my life +his year. [ know vou don't
think wuch of him but if you gave him a chance and ﬂof to know him, [ fhing You would

be Iu/easmnf/y sw,arised. He is very warm and, tries to understand.

School is final _l1 over and [ am L’“F’F’ﬂ about that. [ have fi m//g _qof to the Inorm‘ where Car/y
and. Poison 11/7_ don't rea bother we anyviore. They are Jusf Imoducfs of their environmment

like all of us hey are snobs but dee/u down [ think fhe_lj have some good qwa//f/es too.

/M_lj gmndmofher, Nonna Katia is still annogin . She won't be //)alwlwg until she sees me
warried to a nice [talion boy with a bunch of kids runing around my back _tjard. She is
goiy/rg to be very disalzzlzzoinfed because J. ohn, J oselwhine A/igmndi Is going Izz/aces. [ am going
to live

[ am not gomg fo shz_lj in Ulebe all my life and. lavent about racism and bem_q treated
unfalr/y [ am gom_q to have a grem‘ life and so are you my friend.. Mn/t/ers#g then the
stars for both of us.

| holz)e you are fru/y L’“PPﬂ and. know that fh/ngs are J’MS?‘ going to ge?‘ better and better.

Josie
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